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The Official American Dream

Freedom of thought and action
Opportunities for all




Morphs into The American
Fantasy:

Accumulating Stuff =
Life, Liberty, Happiness, etc.




BUT

The effects of Accumulating
Stuff include:

Depleted Soills
Toxic Streams and Aquifers

Toxins in Plants

Air Pollution and Destabilized Climates.
Species Extinctions

Negative Human Health Effects

Depleted Industrial Minerals & other
Resources




Waste Is our economy’s
largest product

The U.S. economic model
boils down to:

Cut trees, mine
minerals, pump oll,
scrape land bare

Manufacture ever-
changing range of
products, dwellings
Incite consumers to
continually buy, use,
throw away, move

Constantly “innovate
to drive consumption




U. S. WASTES

about 1/4 TON per PERSON per DAY

23 million tons of
municipal garbage
175 million tons of
AGRICULTURE hazardous solid &
liquid pesticides,
fertilizers, car & road
UTILITY 1.2% =" discards

p 32 T : 18 billion tons of
e mining waste (rock,

MINING/MILLING processed tailings,
toxic waters)

50.3 %

Less than 2% is now being recycled



High consumption levels produce
severe environmental pollution and
(eventually) severely depleted
natural resources (our “Natural
Capital”),

Resulting In species extinctions,
degraded human health...

and (eventual) economic stress




“Externalized” Costs of
Development and Industry

Dump wastes into soils,
water, and air (the
“Commons”)

Ignore bad effects until
they get too big to
ignore (e.g. GHG

ot emissions)

y Avoid paying for
cleanup — If even
technically or
economically feasible




There is NO “Away”
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Seal Beach, So. Calif., Jan. 2010

Atmosphere retains,
concentrates
greenhouse gases

Ocean-dumped
garbage floats back to
beaches

Soils transmit
pesticide, fertilizer,
nuclear waste (etc.)
chemicals to
groundwater

Erosion transfers
polluted solls to rivers

Wind storms carry
pollution around the
world




Resources In Peril (or Short Supply):

Solls (the most ignored critical resource, which
sequester CO2 and filter water)

Water (both surface and underground)

Atmosphere (photochemical smog; ozone hole,
GHG accumulation)

Forests (which produce oxygen and sequester
CO2, filter water, hold solls on slopes and
absorb rainwater runoff)

Metals
Fossil Fuels

vivveneeall from OVERCONSUMPTION




Materials Consumption & Depletion

COMMODITY PERCENT

Arsenic Trioxide
Asbestos
Bauxite
Niobium
Fluorspar
Graphite
Manganese
Mica sheet
Quartz Crystal
Strontium
Thallium
Thorium
Yttrium
Gemstones
Bismuth
Antimony

Tin

Platinum
Stone (dimension)
Tantalum
Chromium

Secondary metals Titanium concentrates 7
obalt 7
Rare Earths
Barite

lodine

Tungsten
Titanium (sponge)
Zinc

Recycled paper,

Agriculture

Diamond (abrasives)
Magnesjum compounds
Magnesium Metal
Copper

Beryllium

Aluminum

Pumice

Lead

Wood - o
—— Nitrogen (fixed)

Cement
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Left: As aresult of growing U.S. consumption of non-fuel minerals,
Right: The U.S. currently imports 50 to 100 percent of its annual demand for many
critical materials (2002 data)




Natural Processes =
Critical FREE Life Support

Clark I\/Its., MOJave Natlonal Preserve CA




New EU Report on Deforestation

The disappearance of forests around the
world Is costing the global economy more
than the current banking crisis.

The EU report estimates the annual cost
of deforestation at between $2 and $5
trillion because of the importance of
forests for producing clean water and
absorbing carbon dioxide.

Compare to $1.5 trillion in financial losses.




romoting
the
garbage

economy:

Look Magazine
May, 1970

THE STORY OF
THE DISPOSABLE ENYIRONMENT

OMORROW's baby may live in the same honse you
Tﬂo. But he’ll probably live in a tolally di nl

world from the one you live in. Because evervthing
the baby wears v touches—virtually the entire environ-
ment io which he lives—can be disposable.

Why do we need a diaposable environment 7 Con-
sider this: ine the fist Ave years of his life. a baby will
outgrow evervthing vou buy him. He'll outgrow his bed
three times, and his clathing op to cight tmes. Who,
today, can afford to buy all the things 2 baby needs?

The unswer, as the International Paper Company
sees it, is pructieally everyone. Provided the things a
baby necds are made of tow-cost, dispesahle materials.

Take clothes, fur example, & baby’s wardrobe can
start with onr new Flushabye™ dinpers, made smooth
as cloth yet actually more absorbenl. And of oouNé,
tolally dnpnaablc Aud that really is just th
cause Confil”, 2 new non-woven lubric
tional Paper, can be made into just al
else a haby will touch or wear,
blankets. shirts, slecpers. uwmmg Panls, Conﬁl can do
anything cloth can plus a?m: thing more, Tt ean elimi-
ale hundry and ecaning. Which, along with
eliminating a moun of work, can ulao Jresent con-
Lamination in the clathes washer,
vome 2 thing of the past.

Today’s haby may well encounter Confil as soon
ag he arrivea, A number of hospitals ave already nsing
obstelrial delivery packs (sterile diaposable drvapes,
towels und lable povers} and ohstetvicians' and nurses’
zowns made from Confil and marketed by one of our
subsidiuries, And both the haby and the mother may
well be Lrealed with aur dispnaable madical inatruments.

The idea of a dispasahle envirnnment includes
lurniture, lwo, With Tnteinational Paper Solid Fibre
und corrugated lioard, we plan 1n be able ta make
nursery furniture thut's volorful and sturdy, Yel it will
cost =0 little you'll thruw il away when he oulgruws i,
Bassinettes, cribs, chairs, bureaus, toy chests, They can
all be strong, washable, scullpreof, nontexic. and can
even he made fire-retardant.

And by the time today’s haby grows up, there’s a

ance he may he moving into an entire paper
1|.um carpets, fulmture even whole houses

Tn fact exparimental .I.ow-
ments of this kind are already being

The dispnaahle environment—the
ihinking we hring to every problem. Nice to know it’s
al your disposal, isn’t it?

Tnievnational Paper Company, 220 Fast 42nd St.,
New York, New York 10017.




Garbage Economy, continued

International Paper Company’s “Story of the Disposable
Environment” helped 1970 Look magazine readers envision a
glorious time when “...the entire environment in which [we] live
would be discarded. “Colorful and sturdy” nursery furniture “will
cost so little, you'll throw it away when [your child] outgrows
it...." and assured us that “Experimental low-budget housing
developments of this kind are already being tested.” (??)

IPC never addressed where the disposable housing, furniture,
and hospital gowns, or the toxic chemicals used for processing
raw materials and manufacturing products—or the fossil fuel
emissions—would end up.

Clearly the U.S. is drowning in wastes. \We can and must
abandon this model.




